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Þ 7% (opy of a Narrative prepared for 
bis Majeſty about the Year 1674. to 
# diſtingriſh Proteſtants from Papiſts. 


Hat as the buſ:neſsof the Chriſtian Religion is now a thing not capa- 
ble to be ſeparated frum an Afair of State ; ſo conſidered, as ſuch, 
it is far wore difficuit for a Prince to manage and regulate, than any 
other Aﬀair of State whatever ; and more difficult for a Proteſtant 

Prince togovern it, than for any other Prince , and the Reaſons are as fol- 
loweth. 

Firſt, A Prince having the CharaCter or Repute only of a Secular Autho- 
rity, hath not that immediate influence either upon Religion it ſe!f,or upon Re- 
bgjous People, which the Clergy hath ; for as it is not to he expected that a 
Prince ſhould hare that knowledge, ſoneither is it poſlthle that he ſhould be 
aby way ſo converſant in, or ſo attendant upon the Aﬀairs, Controverſies, 
and Diſputes which do relate to Rel:gion, as the Clergy themſelves may, 

* dare: And by reaſon of this, though the Prifte hath in other things never 
{ great an ability of judgment, and be never RfAbſolute or Supreme, yet he 
denied the Right of this Judgment, az to the matters of Religion, in regard 
that thisisappropriated (if it be not uſurped) ſolely to the Clergy. 

Further , That the Clergy taking, upon them the lole right of Judgment in 
W Religious and Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀtairs, do by this means preſume their Judg- 
ment alone is to be received by the Prin: e, whentoever tley ſce it reaſonable 
todefire bis Authority to confirm and aſſent to ſuch things in Religiort as they 
would have confirmed and aſſented unto , and whenſoever they on the contrary 
tall defire hisnulling and repre%ngz ſuch thinzs 3s thev properly diſlike, and 
would bave nulled and repreFed by him ; ſeeing all ſuch gepreſentations, 
when at any timie mads by the Clergy, are not only the ea fer, butthe ſconer 

| gamedby them, becauſe of the entire truft that in the whole Aﬀair of Reli. 
gionis generally committed to them by the Prince, as to. perſons nit only 
of luppoſed ſuſaciency, but of ſippoſed Contcience and Integrity , and becauſe 
erecan be no third party therefore that Bath at any time a power tO Exa- 
anne the things propounded by them, or to fitt into the grounds or reaſons of 
» they are the more eaſe to he gain'dalſo; becauſe of the power and in- 
tence which all pretences and arg,nments about Religion do cormonly and 
tionally carry with them, with reference to the Publick Peace. and to the 
labliſhment of Piety, and to the mrocuring both of proefperit” a2 of bleſ- 
0g upon a Nation it ſelf ; which things being generally apprenended, and Le- 
& by all to bz the rea! conſequences of Religion , as nothing, rhereſore 

- Mrendera Prince more obnoxious than the rumour of his be ng wholly ir- 

relgious, ſo nothing doth or can render a Prince more plauſible, or to ſpeak 
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more properly, nothing rendersa Prince more naturally grateful to the hearts, 
or more inwardly awfut and reverend to the mind and atections of his people, 
than the ſuppoſition of his being Religious or Pious doth ; (this being eafie 
to be obſerved, not only in the Proteſtant Countries, bt even in the Catho- 
lick Countries themſetves, and indeed in all where Religion is ſeriouſly or zea- 
louſly profefſed ) and therefore all Propcfitions about Religion haviag this 
advantage above all otheis of any kind whetſvever , no marvel if they gaina 
more eafte Reception with any Gove:nment, than any other Propofitionscan, 
and eſpecially if ofer'd by ſich who claim the main care and charge of all 
things which concern Religion, and concern the welfare of it, as well as they 
challenge the chiefeſt knowledge and judgment about it, For theſe ſeveral 
reaſons therefore, and ſor the purchaſing and conſerving ſuch a name among 
his pecple as may become a Prince that would juſtly be accompted Pious, and 
for the avoiding the blemiih and imputation of the contrary, a Prince is oft- 
times induced , through the infant reque't and importunity of the Clergy, 
both to tiſpence with, and yield toſuch things, which otherwiſe if duly ExX2- 
min'd, wou!d neither be judged ſuitable, nor perhaps conſiſtant with his Dig- 
nity either todo, or to grant. 

So that tho'gh it be athing for all theſe reaſons very plain , that a Prince 
cannot in the Attairs of Religion eaſily decline the judgment and repreſenta- 
tion .of the Clergy ; yet nothing is more certain , than that their Counſel 
proves frequently not only impoſing, but very dangerous, both to his Go- 
vernment, to his Safety, to his Honour, and to his Iatereſt, and the more, he- 
cauſe as the riſe of their advice doth often proceed (if not for the moſt part) 
from thoſe conſiderations, and no other, wherein their own Interelt as a Cler- 
gy is particularly, aud ſometimes privately concerned ; ſo the endof their ad- 
vice terminates generally in nothing eiſe beyond this , that due care and jutt 
conſideration, which is but fit to be had to the Princes Intereit, being (as it is 
evident by experience) either not (0 faithſully and uprightly, or at lealt not 
circumſpe&tly minded by them as they ought : For the proof of which, we 
may appeal even to matter of Fact, there being not one or two, but rather 
too to many Preſidents, wherein the advice which the Clergy hath girea to 
Princes hath been ſo precipitate and ralh, that Princes to avoid thote mil- 
chiefs that have followed from their Counſels (and doubting leit other and 
further inconveniences might enſue upon them that might be worſe) hare 
been forced oft-times to reſcind their own Orders, though to the lefſening of 
the Credit and Authority of their Government : Yea , not only fo, but 
throuzh the importunity of the Clergy, and through the raſhneſs and unſez- 
ſonableneſs of their Counſels, it is not one Prince, but ſeveral Princes that 
have been frequently intangled , either with Divitons and Difentions at 
home among their own Subjects , or with Quarrels abroad among their 
Neighbours , not only to the diſquiet of their Government, to the ruine of 
many Ancient Families, to the ſhedding of much Innocent Blood, and to the 
waſte and conſumption of an extream maſs of Treaſure; but which is yet 
worſe, to the doing of all this without any fruit, and to the giving over at 
tength the very Quarrel it ſelf, even for theſe reaſons, viz. becauſe they faw 
they were miſledin it, and wereable toefteGt none of thoſe ends which others 
propounded to them by it , and which they propounded to themſelves, than 


whichnothing can render a Prince more unfortunate to theeye of Me” 
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of others 3 which unfortunateneſs by their ingaging in Quarrels relating 
to Religion, hath nevertheleſs happened not to Princes of ordinary, but to 
Princes of extraordinary Wiſdom, Courage and Conduct ; witneſs the ill 
facceſsof Charles the Fifth in his War upon the Princes of Germany , and oi 
his Son Philip the Second of Spain, in his attempts upon the Netherlands, and 
of three Kings of France one after another; and witneſs, what is not ft to be 

icularized, even thoſe things that happened at home in our own Country, 
which have drawn a Mourning Veil upon the Record of onr own Times. 

And yet ſo untraCtable is the power, auth rity, and reſolution of the Cler- 

, thatif a Prince ſhall refuſe their advice, though out of judgment, or thall 
oppoſe, though never ſo juſtly, the unreaſonaþlenels of their Counſels, they do 
hereupon not only meet and he:d among themſelves, but partly by preaching, 
partly by writing, and partly by other ways of negotiating, they do endea- 
rour to gain to themſelves both the greateſt perſons, and greatelt part of the 
Nation, even to prevent the eftects of his judgment, prudenceand moderation. 

And theſe pre the reaſons, in the tir. place, that though Religion cannot be 
conſider'd at preſent otherwiſe than a3attair of State, vet ſo conſidered, it is 
themoſt difficult ai;air of any for a Prince rightly to govern ; which reaſons 
F they have any thing of weight or truth at all in them, they will evidence 
theſededuCtions following to be as true, and as certain, viz. 

1. That the affair of Religion is of tooaCtive a nature to lye wholly neg- 
le&ed and unregarded by any Government, x 

2. That none can have a principal hand in the Government of it, but they 
muſt have the principal power and opportunity through it to affet the people 
more than any other , either in the point of Ohligation , or inthe point of 
negle and diſreſpect, 

3. That this muſt be much more true and certain in ſuch a Nation, where 
the peoples zeal and afteCtions do run moſt ſtrongly of any to Religion (as in 
this Nation) then it 1s or can be true in any other Nation whatever. 

4 That whoever will weigh it, will find the Clergy therefore ſingly for 
thsreaſon (even becauſe of their meer calling and relation to Religion) tobe 
confiderable in every Natioen, both for power and intere, 

5. That thoughthey darenot, meerly becauſe of their calling, any way 
challenge an order or ſuperiority above the Prince, nor can, yet they are by 
conſequence always made independent upon the Prince, and ſometimes abſo- 
-hte over the Prince, when the Prince himſelf thall entirely, and without any 
heck, commit the afairs of the whole Church and Relizion to them, becauſe 
If they govern Religion we!l and entirely, according to the peoples [atisfact;- 


m, they molt nnavoidably draw and irage the very ſouls, hearts, and con- 
ſciences of the people to them, and that by the firme!??, ftronze!t, and moit 
laltingtye of any, which is that of their minds and afefions, and of the duty 
that they oweunto God ; it on the contcary , they rule the ailairs of Reti- 
600 wholly and perfectly to the difgalt, oppreion, or bondage of the peo- 
pe, they muſt of neceſſity as much diſcu't the Government, though not for 
elf, yet becauſe of that abſolute Authority which it maintains and uphol:'s 
li the Clergy. . 

6. That the committing the affairs cf Relizion and of the Church entirely 
dthe Clergy, without any checi at all upon them, is yet the more 2g1inft the 
itereſt of the Prince, becaute it layeth an expreſs temptation vpon them: to 
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-overn both the Church and Religion abſolutely, and at their own will, ang 
conſequently to govern Religion with much leſs care, heed, circumſpeCtion 
and moderation, than otherwiſe they would have done, 

7. While the C ergy govern the affairs of the Church, and of Religion ah- 
ſolutely, and by their own will, without any check whatever upon them, the 
Frince himſelf neither hath, nor can have any the leaſt ſecurity, that they 
will not govern all things directly agreeable to their own Interei?, and to 
their priv. te and particular concern , let that interelt, with the means beſt to 
efet it, be never ſodiſtin& tothe intereſt of rite Prince, 97 to the intereſt of 
the people, or never ſo de{truc ive or contrary to either, 

$. That it is 1cfs adviſeable for a Proteſtant 7rince to committhe afairs 
of the Church and of Religion abſolutely and entirely to the Clergy, thanic 
is for any other. Prince , becauſe the Clergy are by this without any Head ar 
all over them, and without any counſel whatever that is ſuperiour to them 
(which they ate rut under the Tapilt themſelves) and becauſe the Prince 
mult by this means inevitably ſubject himſelf to their advice, and to the effeft 
of it, let the itjue of it provenever ſo inconvenient or rath to him, asis ma- 
nifeſt from the ex mn ples before mentioned, 

9. The leis adviſeable alſo for a Proteſtant Prince than for any other 
Frince, becauſe it is not only againit the examples of #olzn!, hut again|t the 
exam/le- of all the Proteſtant Princes that were inftrumental in the firlt Re- 
formation, and of moſt of their Succeflors. 

10.Thar as it mult be utterly againſt the Intereſt of the Prince to take part 
with the Clergy, when ruling of Religion wholly and perfeCtly to the diſgilt 
of the people, ſo it muſt recommend him not only to the judgments, but to 
the mind3, hearts, and affections of the people (even beyond what any thing 
elſe hath a power to do) if he thall pleaſe more eſpecially at ſuch a time 25 
that is. togratifie them with the ſenſe of his own care of them ; an\d conle- 
quently, that there cannot well be a greater ſeaſon or opportunity put int0 
theh nd of any Prince, either to honour himſelf, or to oblige 2 peopie, and 
to oblige them to him in ſtriftne$, by all tyes that are poſſible to be lai] in 
gratitude cr conſcience upon them, than for a Frince tc take the affairs of 
Religion or of the Church into his own hand, at ſuch a time as they have mot 
miſcarried in the Government and management of tie Clerg). 
And how much they have miſcarried, and are. very probable to miſcarry 
under the Government of the Clergy, may yet further appear, if it be coal 
dered , that it is impoſſible there ihould be any ſuch thing as good 00- 
vernment even about any affair, where there is not a Wiſdom mropartiona- 
ble, 'viz.) where there's not a ſufficient knowledge or Skill in the particular 
nature of the thing that is to be governed, and in the diſficuities that are 1N- 
cident toit, and in thoſe ſeveral ways, methods or means. that m1y belt and 
mo!* prudently obviate the ſaid difficulties; for if there wants a fight fully of 
any of theſe things , how is it poſſible that confuſion, and all manner of miſ- 
carriage and diſtration, ſhould any way rightfully 'or efectually be a- 
voided. 

But whether the Ruling Clergy of this Nation (for 1 mean no other in all 
my Diſcourſe when[I fpeak of the Clergy) have exerciſed Rich a Wiſdom, Or 
manifeſted ſuch a Knowledge in the affairs of the Proteitant Religion, as 18 


indeed but requiſite to the very nature of the ſaid affairs, and to me 
ifficulti 
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Jifficulties that do attend them, may be diſcerned when I have laid down the 
reaſons for what I aflerted in the ſecond place, viz, that the affairs of Re- 
ligion, as things ſtand at preſent, are far more diffcult to be governed by a 
Proteſtant Prince than by any other; and conſequently it may be furiher 
ſeen, whether it be any way adviſeable for his Ma'elty, or any way advanta- 
gjons to his aftairs, {till to commit the whole truſt of the Church, and of Re- 
ligion it ſelf, entirely into the hands or Government of the Clergy. 

To the end therefore that I may with all clearneſs repreſent the difficulries 
that do attend the Prote'lant Religiun, with the Government of 1t (as things 
now ſtand) I thall humbly crave leave to lay down this as the FounAlation of 
my whole Argument, which I humbly conceive will hardlyTe denied me by 
any: Viz 4 

That in the Proteitant Church, the Prince profeling himſelf to be of the 
Reformed Religion , cannot any vay remove or take away the ule of the 
Scriptures f-om the common people , the uſe or re'toration of them in the 
Vulgar Tongue being accounted one main part, if not the chiefelt priviledge 
of any that came by the Reformation it ſelf. 

Which being grante.! me, another ditticulty is created by it inevitably , for 
ſeeing the Prince 15 no way able to remove the ule of the Scriptures from the 
common people, he can never poſſibly be able to remove the influence and o{- 
fefts which the Divine Authority of the Scriptures wult have (and connor 
but have) upon the minds and conſciences of the laid peovle , as the Scrin- 
turesare acknowlezed to be the only Word, the alone Rale of the mitt of 
Godunto his people ; this Character or apyrebenſion of the Dignity and Alte 
thority of the Scriptures being ſoefeatial to our Reformation it (elf, that 
there isno Truteſtant can ſo much as doubr of it, it being that which is not 
oaly commonly taught in our 7ulp.ts, but fremently mculcated to us while 
veare Children by our Perents, and by thoſe Matters which take the care of 
while we are at School, 

And therefore this Principle of the Divine Avthority of the Scriptures he- 
ng from our very Education thus firmly rooted in us, it muſt unavyoidably 
make the influence and effeCis to be equally as tron;,, and equally as por erfiil 
upon the Conſciences of us, even as they the v[clves are that is qual with 
tterery Authority of God himſelf (and eſpecially upon all ſich as re religi- 
ouſly educated and bred ;) ſo that there is no « blization or tve whatever, 
which is capable to be laid on men upen any civil,outward,or temporal account, 
that is able to have any part of that rensth or influence upoa them, as the: 
Scriptures mult neceſſarily have upon, and cover rhe generality of all perſons 
0 the Prote/lant Church , which is anotber confequence that cannot be re- 
moved by the Civil Government, 

The ſtrength and prevalency of which tye, as made upon the Conſciences of 
alperſons, as Proteſtants, by or from the Scriptures, is vet the more conſi- 
terable, becauſe whatever Worihip, Service, or Religion, we as Protetants 
profeſs to give unto God , we profeſs it only from the Avutbority of the 
«criptures themſelves, and from the Aathority of them as they are thus 0v.n- 
edand accounted by the Proteſtant Church to be our Supreme, and cc afe- 
gently our immediate tve in all that we b-lieve, and in all that w2 act as 
Proteſfants towards God, hath net its ternun ation or its dependance ſo mnc Hh, 
tyon men, or upon the Church, as upon the Scripture or Word of God it {c1f; 
ne 
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we judging it lawful enough to forſake the Church, when we once judge the 
Church in what it believes, or in what it acts or practiſech toward God, tg 
have forſaken the Word ; and our Profeition or Religion being thus foundeq, 
I mean out of conſcience purely to Gods Word , every man then properly az 
a Proteſtant (if he be ſincere) dothas much believe that the worthip (what- 
ever it he which he profeſſeth) is as truly agreeable to the Mind and Will of 
God, asisthe very Scripture it ſelf; and conſequently, that he is asmuch to 
contend for the ſaid Worthip, as he is bound to contend for the Authority of 
the Scriptureitſelt; for theſe two being taken by him but tor one thing (viz, 
the Authority of the Scripture, and the truth and authority of what he pro- 
felſeth) con{equently the ſame tye that binds him to the Sctipture, mult of 
nece/hty bind him to that Religion, whatever it be, which he as3a Proteſtant 
proſeſſeth unto God ; and conle juently, if there be no tve ſo firm or ſo ftrong 
upon the Conſcience, as that of the Divine and abſolute Authority.of the 
Scripture is (as we have proved there is not) there can he no tye {tronger 
than what Prote!tants as ſuch (and as ſincere) mult necefſarily have for that 
Religion, whatever it be. that they do reſpectively profels unto Gall, 

And this now being made clear aad undoubted, viz. that the tye and oh! 
cation that every man hath to the worthip which he profefieth unto God (pro- 
perly as a Proteſtant) lieth in, and riſerh immediately from the Scriptures; 
and it being likewiſe cleared, that the higheſt tye which can poſlibly be laid 
upon the Conſcience of any man, is that proceeding from the Scriptures, as 
they arethe only Rule of Gods mind and will to us; it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, that if a Prince can neither remove the uſe of the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, nor remove the obligation which they have above all things upon the 
Conſciences of men (even from their very Education) as they are the only 
Word of God, hecan never poſhbly remove the obedience which men will 


always conceive themſelves obliged to gire to the ſaid Word, in whatſoever it , 


be they apprehend it doth clearly command , ſeeing this obedience is looked 
upon to be the ſarae, and no other with an obedience given to God himſelf; 
and if an ohedience given unto God he mi conſcience alſo infinitely preferrable 
toany obedience to man, then.muſt an obligation to the Law and Will of 
God bealways preferrable to, and {tronger than any obligation whatever to 
the Lawor command of men, which is a third thing that can no way poſſibly 
be avoided. 

And conſequently, if the Law of the Church cannot in the matter of Wor: 
ſhipany way compel or bind men to obedience further or otherwiſe than as 
they apprehend it tobe agreeable to the Law of God, or to the Law of his 
Word, then neither can the Law of the Prince, or the Law of the Civil 
Government, bind mens Conlciences in the matter of worſhip, further or 0- 
therwiſe than the Law of the Church, vis, no otherwiſe than as the ſaid 
Law appears to them to be agreeable to Gods Law (which is the Larv of his 
Scriptures or Word) and conſequently it can never beavoided by any Prince 
asa Proteſtant, but his Authority, as relating purely to things civil, withthe 
efficacy of it, muſt ſtand upon one Rule ; his Authority, as relating to things 
of Divine Worſhip, with the efficacy of it, mult neceſſarily and unavoidably 
{tand upon another Rule ; and therefore that his Authority over his Subjects 
in the one and in the other of theſe muſt of neceſſity be diſtinguiſhed, which 
1s the fourth thing that we ſay cannot in any Proteſtant Government pofibly 

or 
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For if no Lawcan poſſibly eradicate the notion that there is a God, no en- 
teavour of man whatever can hinder then his being worſhipped, by ſuch at 
leaſt ashave a ſenſe of his being, and do verily believe that he is. 

Wherefore if we are trained up from our Childhood, and train'd up not 
only asmen, bat as Proteſtants, hrmly to believe that God will accept of no 
worthip at all from us, but what 1s agreeable to his Word ; and if it be a 
thing continually inculcated to us, even from our very Infancy, that itis in a 
conformity to this Word alone that all Religion whatever doth conſiſt then it 
isnot reaſon only, but experience it felt which atte!ts it, that a man may as 
ſoon quit his notion that there isa God, or to he afraid tooun it; and may as 
ſoonquit that notion that God 1s to be worihipped, or be af;aid ty own it, as 
he may quit or be afraid to own as a Proteltant thisnotion, (viz) that Ged 
is} only to be worſhipped, and no otherwiſe, then as he hath ſet down in 
his Word. 

And if this notion then about his Word as the oniv rule of the worſhip of 
God beas firmly planted in us by cur Education, as any notion can be planted 
inusthatbelongs to our nature as men, it muſt n=-eds follow, that a Govern- 
ment may as well, and with as good ſucceſs, hope or propound to it ſ[e!f by a 
Law to extinguith common notions, as hope or propound to it ſelf by a Law 
to extinguiſh among, Proteſtants the notion of the necelity of worſhipping 
God according to his Word, 

And therefore if it be rightly conſidered, it will likewife appear, that it 
muſt be to hin1 that is truly educated as a Proteltanr, every way as grievous, 
to becommanded by a Law to fo:fake Chrilflianity it (cIf, as to be command- 
edbya Law to forſake that worthip,which he :s a P. oteant, cannot but be- 
lere in his heart 1s alone agreeable to the Mind and Law of God, which is 
that worſhip that is given to God direc:ily conformable -to his Scripture or 
Word; and of the truth cf this, the Martyrs in Queen 2Zzry's time are a 
competent witnels, 

And confequently, they that pretend to take another meaſure of Prote- 
'antiſm than according to what is thus firmly rooted in the hearts of men, 
dth by their Education, and by the very Principles and Do@rine of the Re- 
fomation, do ſeem but to prevaricate only with the Reformed Religion, and 
viththefixth Article of the Church of Zygland4 , and do, if nit in wo'ds, vet 
In ations ſeem manifeiily to declare , that they neither really belizve the 
«riptures, or the Chrittian Religion, or the Reformation to be of God; for 
if the whole of the Chriſtian Rgligion be contained in the Scripture, and in 
the Scripture alone, as the ſixth Article of the Church of #121141 doth both 
planly andexpreſly confe(s it is, then to make the Rule of the Word to be 
orRule wholly as Chriſtians in the worſhip of God, is fo far fiom an eb{ti- 
nacy inus, and fo far from any thing of humour, or ſuper{tition. or conceited- 
xk, that the contrary can be no way diſpenſible, and much leſs maintainable 
before God ; and therefore there is neither any part of Popery it ſelf, nor a- 
7 thing of Idolatry, though never ſo groſs, but it may be as eaſily impoſed 
tpon, and as eaſily entertained by a Prote!tant, as any worthip may; which 
teevidently ſeeth (or is ſufficiently perſwaded of in his Conſcience) to be 
4anſt themind of God, or againſt the rule of his Word , ſeeing it is this 
Mule that is the only Index of his mind as tous, and it is this rule alone to 
Kuch all promiſes of God are entirely made ; and all the promiſes of God be= 

ing 
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inz made to this rule only, this rule, and no other, muſt then, as weare Chr; 
{iians, be the alone Fouuilation both of all our hope, and of all our truſt to. 
ward God, and mult conſequently be the only groun:| upon which we can az 
Ciriflians have any expectation of ſalvation and life, and conſequently tha 
whole interett and concern of our Souls (at leait as we are” Prote:tants) doth 
and wult tand entirely upon the {aid Word, 

VWiizhdeluctions, if they cannot any way potihiy be den'ed, the diſohey- 
og then fall ſuch Laws in the matter of worthip, as are not agreeable to 
he Word of God {or whichat lea't appear not to ve 10) is a thing wholly 
inevitable, and is impoilible to he avoided in a Prote'tant Govern- 
ment, even as we are rational perſons, kecauſe there is a threefold reaſon 
that nece!Jarily impells it : Firit, as it hath its riſe from that mo!t forcible 
and incleiib!e Character wh'chis writ inthe minds of all men, viz. that ſeeing 
God is, he ought to be worthipped in ſome manner or another of neceſſity, 
Secondiy, as it hath irs rife [rom that Character wkich hath equal force with 
the other in the minds of us as we are bred Prote':ants, viz. that Gad is ng 
other way to be worlhipped, nor will accept of any worlihip from us (as 
Chriſtians) but what is ag: eeable to his Word ; which two Principles, ſeeing 
(by reaſon of our Education) they make but one indeed in our hearts, as we 
are Proteſtants, they do and mult conſtrain us as ſoon to abandon all worſhip 
it ſe!f unto God, as to abandon that worthip which is properly agreeable ty 
his Word , becauleſ> far as we abandon this, we doabandon all worthipthat 
is (according to our Principles as Proteſtants) either acceptable wita God, 
or auzreeable to the Mind of God : wherefore if to theſe two we hall ad the 
third ground of its riſe (which is as certain alſo as either of the other) viz, 
that we neither have hope in God, nor any promiſe made us by God, further 
than as we obey him i his Word, or further than as we worthip him ac- 
cording to the ritle of it + I ſay, theſe three things being now joyntly con{- 
deced, and ſerioully weighed by us, what man is there (or what man can 
riere be) who firmly believes there is any ſuch thing as Salvation and Life, 
who will not run any hazard rather than forhear what he judgeth to be the 
worſhipof God, or rather than he will obſerve fach a worihip unto Gold as 
be canaot but know, or cannot (at lea!) but verily bel.eve tobe contrary to 
his mind, and contrary to the rule of his Word, | 
If it he evil then for any man to believe that God is indiſpenſibiy to be 
worthipped afrer ſume manner or another, or evilfor a man tobelierethat 
there is no other rule of his will or mind to us, as wg are Chriltians, but his 
word, and therefore no other rule wherein his worihip is contained, beſides 
his ſaid word ; or if it be evil to expect rhat God will moft truly, faithfully, 
and fully perform his promiſes to us, if we thall ferve him according t0 his 
word, and not otherwiſe ; I ſay, if any of theſe three things be evil, then it 
mult he evil to diſobey any Law relating to the worthip of God, though it 
be not agreeable to his word : but if no one of theſe things he evil in them- 
ſelves, they can never make any man evil who fimply conforms to them; I 
tay, not ſimply for his conformity, how {triftly or entirely ſoerer it be. 
And therefore if theſe thr e Principles are of ſuch a nature as createane- 
ceſity of our compliance with them, even as we are rational perſons, ve 
mu{'t either then remove the Principles themſelves , and the lawfulneſs of 
them , or we mult unavoidably ſuffer and permit their ellicacy , age 
ove 
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over men ; for to allow the Principles themſelves as good, and fawful, and as 


neceſſary and indiſpenſible in themſelves, and to diſatlow neyertheleſs the 
praſtice of them, or to diſallow ſuch perſons as follow them, and imbrace 


" them; and to account ſuch perſons to be only dillurters, or to be men fo eril 


and bad, as that they are not fit to be tollerated in a Nation, even though no 
Crime beſides this be objeted againſt them, is either groſly to prevaricate 
with the ſaid Principles themſelves, and to make but a mock of them, or it is 
todo that which is abſolutely repugnant, abſurd, and contradiftory in it ſelf, 
which is wholly againſt the reaſon and nature of a man as a man. 

For though it cannot be maintained, that all the Laws of men muſt or 
ought nece arily to ariſe out of the Laws of God, viz. either that of his 
word, or that Law written in the heart of man ; yet it is maintained among, 
all Chriſtian Governments whatever , that no Law of the Civil Magiſtrate 
hathany power to ſuperſede any Law of God, whether it be that writ in the 
heart of man, or that writ in his word ; and therefore it is univerſally agreed 
by all Governments , that all humane Laws , if they be inconſitant either 
withany of theſe common Principles that are writ ia our Nature (which are 
alled the common Principles of Reaſon ) or with any that is exprefly writ 
intheword of God, they arenull and void in themſelves, hecauſe they are a- 
ginſta prior or preceding obligation, which all men as mien have by nature 
utoGod, as unto their Supreme Lord and Creator. 

Wherefore in as nmch as it is clear, that all Laws which command men to 
forbear that worſhip, which they as Proteſtants do in their hearts judge and 
believe to be agreeable to the mind, will, and word of God, or which com- 
mandthem to conform toſuch a worlhip as they judge, according fo their un- 
drſtanding, and cannot but believe tobe diſagreeable to the ſaid mind, wil!, 
ad word of God, are of this nature , and are ſuch Laws as have a manifelt 
inconſiſtency, either with the Law writ in the heart it ſelf, viz. which is, that 
God isindiſpenſibly to be worſhipped in ſome manner or another, or have an 
inconfiltency with the Law writ in the word of God, viz. that he will reward 
auch as ſhall obey him, according to the rule which he harh given them in 
the aid word , and will puniſh ſuch as thall do the contrary ; or that they 
tarean inconſiſtency with the rule of the Reformation it ſelf, which is, that 
ll worſhip which is Chriltian, and inftituted Federal, is to be given to God . 
acording to the Scripture ; and that whatever is not read in the Scripture, 
tor may be proved by the Scripture, is not to be required of any man, that 
it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith , which are the very words of 
tle fixth Article of the Church of Englin4 , (and which Article, if wounded, 
ttereſt of the 39 Articles myſt be wounded with it, feing they are founded 
manly upon it ) I with all humbleneſsſay, that ſeeing all Laws (in any Pro- 
telant Government whatever) which reſtrain ſich a worſhip as is agreeable 
tothe word of God (or is really believed to be ſuch by them that praCtiſe it) 
hea manifelt repugnancy or inconſiſtency in them, either to the Law writ 
ntheheart of man as man, or to the expreſs Laiv of Gods word, or to the 
Principles of our Reformation, and to the fixth Article of the Church of 
Eglad (upon which alone the reſt of our Confeſſion is buil-) all the ſaid 

ns therefore as ſuch, are entirely againſt that prior Law, or- preceding 0- 
Waton which men as men have by nature indiſpenfibly untd Ged as their 
WWediate Creator and Lord, above any wIoen they have or can have unty 

man, 
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man, -how lawfully ſoever itz may be the fuperiour of tems; and conſequen' 
ly, thata!l non-obedience or non-conformity to any of the ſail Laws, thous 
it be in a ſenſe voluntary, yet it is neither elective, nor indeed truly and Nro- 
perly free; and therefore 15 not the lealt breacn of affection, nor any. real 
forfeiture of a mans duty to his Prince, or to the Government, becauſe it is a 
non-conformity or diſobedience that is abſolutely conitrained, compelled, and 
of an inevitable and indilpenſible nature in it ſelf, by reaton of the prior Lai, 
or of the preceding aad indiſpenſible obligation which we have both a5men, 
and as Chriſtians unto God, and have anove and beyon1 any obligation that 
we have or can have poſſibly to any perſon, as the Prince or Superiour of us; 
and all men-that m:iintain the contrary, and that either ot of a lovury of 
wit, or out of aſuperetation 6 vanity, int leacy, 07 pile, tyTeekty hate 
this argument, or T9 <vVatic the turce 07 1E, unde:-the: preronce of the cans - 
ciouſneſs, humouriomnets, ana tect?tion of ftigularity that may bein ſfoms 
perſons, may with as good realon, anti withas folid ajulzment, muk22 mes: 
mock or ridicule of a1 the Marty:s that have been tnce the World foot: 
an1 may as well cal Dinil, ant the three Cildren, and 2il the Pomicica 
Chriſtians and Apolties who futerel for Gai, and tor tin Te timony of his 
Word, and of Chriit (&-v-1. 6. 9. vil. 1. 9g.) men that were on!y capri- 
cios, huntorous, and perſons that dil alecr a ſingularity, as cal wil men ſyat 
this day, who ever they are that do not contiorm to the Laws Nationally 
made about Worlhip and Religion ; for ir their bare Aileg tion, that ail men 
whodo not conform, are men only of humorous and caprici9!3 tem -ers, and 
men who meerly a iect a itagularity and vifturbance, ihall be ta%zen ſor ſatfi- 
cient Evidence again:t them : By as juit a Law rhe Te:timony of any Atheilt 
may as we!l be taken agiinlt all the Martyrs that ever were, and the teſtimo- 
ny of any common perſon may as vet be taken agnnthem themſ(-lve; that 
alledze this, that they are Atieiits; forit this la't be not realynable, neither 
is the firſt ; for iſ anothers bare Allegation 18 not to he taken againlt them, 
nor ought to be allowed as an Evidence, 10 neither 1s their bare ſaying to be 
taken againtt others. : 

By all thatT have ſaid then, if allowed, it will appear, that there is a clear 
diference between the Authority of a Prince mm things Civil, and in things 
relating to Worthip and Religion; tor as his Atithority about things Civil 15 
unqueſtionable, and enterfares with no Law of Go.l whatever , and can hare 
no Pretence theretore to intrench upon the Conicience, orupon any. prior 
o:)igation or duty that a man oweth utito Goil ; and as it mi't for all thele 
reaſonshe neceQlarily and indifpentivly obeyed and ſubmitte.l unto by all his 
Sabjedts , ſo on the contrarv, a Prince, eſpecially as a Proteſtant, can'put 
out no Law about Divine Worthip, bur his Subjects, ff» far as they are Pro- 
teitants, are bound in Conicience, and by the very Principles of that Reli- 
f10n Whici they Profels, not only to con{tder it, but to examine it, whether 
it be agreeable tothe Word of God, or not ; and if it appear not tobe ſuch 
(at lealt according to the be{t of their underſtandings) as they will have 2 
Vlea always not tv ſubmit to it, by reaſon it intrencheth upon a prior obliga- 


tion that they have, both in Conſcience, and according to the Principles of 


their Reformation unto God (and according alſo to the ſixth Article of the 
Church of Enelaz4 it ſelf) ſo this Plea cannot well with Juſtice be denied 
them, if no Crime whatever in their Converſation can be proved again! 

them: 
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them: nor can men in this caſe be aCtually puniſhed and proceeded again?, 
without the ſenſe and grief of that wrong or oppreſſion that is maniteſtly 


- done to them, and ſuffered by them, eſpecially ſeeing their non-conformity 


tothe ſaid Laws proceeds not, as we ſaid, either from their Election or Li- 
erty, nor yet from any breach of duty or atection to their Prince, but only 
fom what appears to them to be an inevitable or indiſpenſible neceſſity that 
xriſeth, and is occaſioned from their meer Profefſlion, as they are of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion : To which end, let me humbly beg,lzave to offer one argy- 
ment morealſo , which is, 

» That the thing which doth Eſſentially diſtinguiſha Proteſtant from a Papiſt, 
more than any note, mark, or charatter whatſoever beſides, is, that a Papi/? 
by his Principle: , as a P.$ij*, may not, and indeed cannot diſpute ary Lav 
vhatever, relating to the Worimnip or Service of God, provided it he de- 
cared and effablithed by what he acknowledzetit to be the Church, becavſe 
Fetakes the Authorcy of the Church torthe whole Argument, or for the only 
Foundation of all is Ohidence unto God, ratier than the Divine Authority of 
be Scripirre, or Word ; and becaute he preſumeth the Clurch alſo to be a 
thingaltogether holy, and ſuch as neither hatherred, nor canerr : for ſhould 
he queſtion this, he mult que{tion the whole of his Relizion it {e!r: whereas 
tie Proteſtant Church, en the cther hand, having ſeparated from the Church 
of Reme, not only upon the ſuppoſtticn that the hath afually erred, but that 
the hath been zroflv corrupted, as well in Manners, as in Faith ; and having 
for the better juſtification of her own Practice, both in matter of Worſhip, 
andin all things relating, to Doctrine and Faith, (=t up the Scriptures, as the 
ſokand Soveraign Rule of Gods mind and will to his Church; as the cannot 
challenge the exercile of any Authority therefore that is heyond that of the 
\riptures, or cf any that is not ſubordinate to the Scripturesitlelf, ſo it is 
expected, that all the duties conſequently which the requires, and all thoſe 
Articles or Points of Faith which the at any time r-commends to ſuch as are 
the Members of her, thonld alwavs be enforced from thoſe Arguments pro- 
ferly and only which are drawn from the Scriptures, becauſe it 1s this which 
Veberſelf hath appealed unto, and this only which the challengeth to ju- 
lhe her, 

AProteſtant then that underſtznds the grounds of Religion, or that hath 
beenat a'l inſtruCted in the r:{+ or Principles of Reformation, taking this for 
tterery firſt Article of his Faith, that a Church may err, and may have cor- 
nprion in it, and may in its VWorlhip poſtihly ſwerve and depart from the 
pure Mid, Word, and Wiſdom of God; and laying this no leſs firmly as the 
foundation of his bel'ef on the other hand (viz.) that the Scriptures cannot 
err, nor can be other than unalterahle and incorruptible Rule of Gods Law, 
adof his will and mind to his peop!e, he cannot poſtibly hold the Authority 
o the Church to be Divine, any further, or otherwiſe, than as it appears to 
teclearly grounded upon the Scripture as the word of God, and conſequent- 
lthetye or obligation which he hath to obey the Church, ſo far as it relates 
tothe Conſcience, and hinds the Conſcience, ariſeth out of no other ground 
than from the conformity which he ſeeth, or is perſwaded that the Church 
athin her Laws, Orders, and Doctrines to the ſaid Word ; and-conſequent= 
F, if this conformity doth or ſhall once ceaſe in the ſaid Church, a Prote- 
fant, as a Proteſtant, cannot but judge his tye or. obligation to her as a 
@urchought to ceale allo »: ith it, B 2 Ara 
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And this being thetrue ſtate of that Radical or Efential difference that is 
between the Principles of a Proteſtant, and the Principles of a Papift, as a 
Papilt, if a Church then that profeſleth her ſelf to be a Proteſtant (or the 
Clergy rather who are the Rulers properly of it ) ſhall not much conſider or 
regard the juſtifying of what Laws and Orders the makes, by the conſonancy 
they expreſly have tothe Law or Mind of God in his Word (which is his Rule 
to the Church) nor ſhall much concern it ſelf, to clear and inforce the Faith 
and DoQrine which ſhe holds, by theevidence of itstruth, or by the authority 
of it, as ſutfciently grounded upon that word that is abſolutely divine, but 
{hall, on the contrary, in whatſoever ſhe commands , or in the things ſhe 


teacheth, conſtrain and exact an obedience from her Members t» her ſelf, 


and to her own Authority az abſolute, and as unſubordinate to the Ward of 
God ; and thereforeto her own Authority, as it is a diſtin thing fron the 
ſaid word, that Church (or the Clergy rather which are the Rulers of it ) 
{o far as ſhe doth this in any Doctrine, or in any Law that the makes-indi- 
ſpenlible, doth ſo far ceaſe in her Principles and practice to be Proteſtant, 
and doth fo far diſclaim, not only a main and chief ground of her ſeparation 
from the Church of Kome , but the very Principle it ſelf upon which ſhe 
pretends to guide her ſelf, and juſtifie her ſelf in her Reformatron, 

For if it cannot be denied, that this was one main and great cauſe of onr 
ſeparation from the Church of Kome, (viz.) becauſe. ſhe had made her (elf 
and her Commands abſolute, and had ſet up an Authority in the matters of 
worſhip and faith above that of the Scripture, as the word of God ; and ſe 
condly, becauſe the did not barely excommunicate men, but did alſo perſecute 
them, and did deprive them both of their Eſtates, Liberties, and Lives, upon 
a Principle as contrary to Humane Reaſon , as it was contrary to Humane 
Society and quiet (viz.) not for any evil in their Converſations, in their Mo- 
rals, or intheir Lives, but meerly for obeying what they ſincerely judged to 
be the Law, Will, and Mind of God; and meerly for believing that his whole 
Law, WH, and Mind to his Church, as a Church eſpecially relating to the 
worlhip of himſelf, was contained in his word ; and thirdly, becaufe by this 
perſecution, as it was extended to the extreme puniſhment of perſons both 
in their Liberties and Goods, and ſometimes in their Lives, by ſtinking Pris 
fons, and want of Neceſfaries, the did neceſſarily draw upon her the guilt 

_ of mens Apoſtacy, and Hypocriſie, and Diflimulation, who durlt not but obey 
and comply with her Command, meerly out of fear ; and did as neceffariy 
draw upon her the guilt of all that ſuffering, cruelty, and bloo1, whatever it 
were ſhe ſpilt, or did inflict npon thoſe perſons who withſtood her Com- 
mands, and who were otherwiſe in all things blameleſs, both as to their Mc- 
rats, Lives, and Converſations. 

Ifay , if it be matter of Fact, and that which cannot bedenied, that theſe 
three things were ſome of the main and principal cauſes for which we ſepa- 
rated from the Church of Kome , and for which our firtt Reformers themſelves 
called her Antichriſtian, and ſometimes Bloody , and ' ſometimes Scarlet 
Whore ; and if theſe three things, when at any time mentioned, with refe- 
Fence to the Church-of Rome, are {till acknowledged to be evil, andſo {tiled 
tothisday, fo far as it concerns her ; yea, if theſe three things are at this re- 
ry preſent in controverſie withthat Church, not only charged npon her, bot 
ealt igþer teeth (among, many other things) by way of reproach, and - _— 
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forth the juſt ground that we, even as the Church of Eneland have (as well 
zotber Churches) both of exception and hatred againſt her , muſt not theſe 
three things be much moreevil in a Proteſtant Church, who after ſhe con- 
demned alf theſe things, not only asevil, but as Antichriſtjan in the © hurch 
of Fee , and after the hath pretended to ſeparate from the ſaid Church for 
them, doth nevertheleſs give her ſelf leave to. practiſe them, without con- 
demning her ſelf at all in them ; and mult not this pratiſe caft a manifeſt ble- 
milh and reproach upon her own Reformation , and evidence to the World 
that ſhedoth not either believe the Principles of it, or doth not at leaſt dare 
to truſt to it. 

Wherefore if the ſaid Church (viz. the Ruling Clergy) meerly upon thoſe 
grounds, and only to thoſe ends, which are both thus evil in themſelves, and 
thus contrary to the grounds and ends of our Reformation, ſhall endeavour 
toingage the power of the Civil Magiſtrate to her afiſtance, I humbly offer 
it to conſideration, whether in moving this toa Prince, eſpecially as he isa 
Proteſtant, the doth or can move him to any other purpoſe, than that his Au- 
thority may premote the defection the hath made from her own Principles, 
and may countenance her in that which the knoweth, that the rules of Refor- 


- mation and of Proteſtantiſm cannot , which is not only her cruelty and ſeve- 


rity, but her exorbitancy , and whether ſhe hath or can have any argument 
to the ſaid Prince 3 therefore for his countenancing of her greater than this 
(viz.) than as ſhe knoweth that all the evil which would otherwiſe be char- 
ged upon her wholly, and only as a Church, may now through his counte- 
nancing of her, be in part as well charged upon his Royal Authority and plea- 
fare, asupon her ; which argument being really of no better a nature than 
this, whether it be therefore reaſonable in it ſelf, or whether it be ſo much 
3 fitor modeſt for the ſaid Church to make, or whether it be agreeable to 
that duty, honour and ſincerity, which the as a Church profeſſeth, and ought 
at all times uprightly to pay to her Prince , I leave to conſideration ; and e- 

ally, when with reference to the effect of this motion, it is matter of 

, that 26 private perfons are only gratiftied (many of which ave men of 
(0Birth, Intereſt, or Temporal Eftate in the Nation) and more than twice 
{0 many thouſands are greatly grieved , injured, and wronged in their perſons 
adeſtates, which are equally his Majeties Subjects as well as they, and fome 
of which, at leaſt, are every way Teers to them for Birth, for Vertue, for 
Temperance, for Morality, for Mercy, for Charity, and Temporal Eltate, and 
een for Loyalty it ſelf. 

Belideseither, guilt is a thing of weight before God, or it isnot , and the 
gilt which not only our firſt Reformers, but which our Church doth at this 
Gy charge upon the Church of Kome, by reaſon of her perſecution, is jaſtly 

ed upon her, or it is not; if the guilt be real, and that it be juſtly char- 

6d upon the ſaid Church, it is apparently criminal two ways viz. both as the 
through her perſecution is the cauſe cf all that Hypocriſfie, Diſmulation, and' 
which men commit for meer ſear of her, and by which, though out 

# weakneſs they do greatly wrong their own Confſciences, and greatly in- 
We their former Profeſſion before God, and know they doſo , and lie oft- 
esunder trouble all their lives afterwards for it ; and as ſhe is equally the 
auſeof All thoſe ſolemn complaints, cryes, and appealsunto God, and who are 
tothemfelyes of their ſincerity and integri:y towards God, and who 
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ze deſtitute of all other help or remedy. in the Earth, do i their grief ang 
{treights oft-times make and pour ont unto Go, as the Righteous Judge of 
all peſens 3 and which righteous Prayers, Complaints, and Appeals to God, 
we not only as Chritltians, but as Proteitants, when we write againf the 
Church of Komz, do expreſly affirm thall be heard : and that the ſhall anſwer 
as well for the crimes, as the opprefions and wrongs that the hath unjuſtly 
brought upon us, 

Wherefore when the- Proteſtant Church (or the Clerzy who are the Rulers 
of it) thall be guilty of the ſame manner of perſecution, and upon the very 
ſame -£rounds or principles that the Popith Clergy are, even becanſe men in 
their worhipor iervice of God do deſire to obey the Law, Mind, and Will 
0 Gd, fo far as it appears. clear to them trum his word, and becauſe they 
e!esve that his word alone 15 kis rwe to his Church, and for no other cauſe 
vhoatever, relating to any blewith, or evil which can be charged nyon them 
in their lives or Converſations ; and when by the means of this perſecution, 

= ſaid Proteſtant Chu;ch (or the ruling Clergy of it) are the 9:catton-of 

ſome mens hypocriſte, dillimulation, anddelerttion of their principles (throng 
weaknel(5) to the extreme ininry and wrong, of their 04n Conſciences, and 
are not only the occalton, but the main and exprets caile of the ſrghs, (if 
ferings, groans, and complaints of divers others thac are ponred Our in the 
veiy bitterneſs of their ſouls unto God , and when the faid Proteſtant 
Church (or the ſaid ruling Clergy) thall neverthelets have nv ſenſe at all of 
the things, nor ſeem to be in the lealt » oved, or concern'd for them, 

And theſe things, if they be confidered,l humbly ofter it, whether any manas 
rational can draw any vther concluſion from them, butthat the ſaid Proteſtant 
Church, 5c, do not believe themſelves at all when they write again{t the Pa- 
piſt for theſe things, and notwithitanding they do ſeem in their Books to 
threaten the Church of &gn- with the dreadful Judgments of God, becauleof 
their cruelty, and cf their perſecution of men for Conſcience ſake, yet they 
do indeed but laugh in their Sleevesat it, and do intend to frighten them only 
with Scare-crows, Buz-bears, and Pot-guns , fecing they credit none of theſe 
things themſelves, as likely to befal any ſuch actions, or ſich as are the At- 
thors of it 3 ſor would it not be a greac uncharitableneſs for any man toima- 
Zine, or rather would it not be a thing very abſurd to apprehend, that the 
Proteltant Clergy thould do the very ſame things which the Church of Rem: 
doth, if they did really believe themſelves in what they uſually write againit 
the Church of Kom-, when they threaten them with the Judgments of G92 
upcn them for the ſaid things, 

[f to avoid this then, which they may look upon perhaps as ſome impnta- 
tion or reflection upon the ſaid Protettant Church (or the ruling Clergy of it) 
thall deny the caſe to be the ſame, and thall ſay, that the grounds or princi- 
ples 7 age which they perſecute men , are much different from thoſe of tle 
Papiſt, or Church of Rome, let themſelves lay down the ſtate of itgand ihew 


us wherein the greatneſs of the ſaid difference doth confilt ; and wherein its 
plainly ſuch, and ſo great, as that though we are to believe, and ought tobe- 
lieve that the Judgments of Ged will unqueſtionab'y reach the Church of 
Rome for this their cruelty and perſecution, and for the unrighteouſneſs of it, 
vet weare not to believe, or ſo much as to imagine they will ever befal the 
Proteſtant. Church (or the ruling Clergy of it) notwithſtanding any perſect- 
tion that they are guilty of. ; For 
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For if tho fat for which men: are punithed by the ſaid Proteſiant Clergy 
te the very ſame (or of the ſame nature) with that for which the Popith 
Clergy do punilth mien (viz.) for their worthipping of God, and for their 
xorthipping of him not contrary to the Scripture, or contrary to any thing 
thatſeems clearly and pl2inly the'r duty in the word cf God , but contrary 
mly to ſome Order or other in the Church; and it the quality of the perſons 
thardo ſuffer, and that are puniilied by the Protelt.nt Clergy , are the ſxme 
ao with the quality of thoſe thit ate punithed by the Popith Clergy, vi-, 
ſuch men as are neither blame..ble in, nor ſo-much as acculed or charged by 
them with or for any crime, or any immorality in their lives or converſa- 
tons, but ſuch as otherwile demean themſelves in all duty, and with all (yb- 
{tion to their Superiours, 

[ fay, if both thels are the very fame one with another, where can, or 
wth the Effential Difference le bet. een the -ericcution of the Popith Cler- 
ry, ani the pet fecution 0i tne Proteilint Clergy, or between the nature of 
tie one, and the nature of the other, uilels it be {trictiy in this, viz. thac 
the Proteſtant Clergy do pretend to believe the Scriptures to be the Supreme 
kule and Mind of GoJ co his Church, and it ask'd, do freely grant, that men 
xenot bound in Conſcience to any Rule ſu, criour to this, nor can be in the 
tings of Faith, or in things retating to the worthip of God ; and yet with 
the (ame breath that they lay this, and at the very ſame time that they own ir, 
ttey pet ſecute their Biethren , not only in their Libert'es, bat in the r Gneds, 
fortunes, and Eſtates, and ſometimes in their Lives ail» (thronzh nifly 7ri- 
ons, and want of convenienctes) for acknowiedging the ſaid Scriptures to 
tk ſuch as they themlelves own to be, aid for that they confor m themſelves 
vo itaccordingly, not in word or pretence, but in_deed an.l truth ; whereas 
tte Popilh Clergy, though they perſecute men for the ſame Crime, yet they, 
dnot give ſo much honour to the Scriptures, nor do fo much as pretent to it ; 
hut which of theſe two are for this very cauſe the greater Crimes belvre God, 
[mult leave to rational men to conſt.'er. 

lathe mean time, I am mo?? ſure of this, viz, that whether our firſt Re- 
formers dil we!l, or not well, in calling th: Church of Rome Antichrift, and 
ncharging her with Innocent Blood, and in puctiny the name of the Scarlet 
Vhore {for this reaſon } upon her, and whether the guilt of that Blood will 
eerbe wiped ot from her, or net, in the fight of God ; yet notwithſtanding 
tis molt certain, that the peculiar ſtain aad dilcredit of it is now mani- 
klily leflened . if it be not wholly bletted out ; for it is impoſſible , that 
tie Church of _Fome thould ever hereafter grant theſe things to be ſtains or 
cimes proper only to her, which ſhe doth not only fee, but can daily obſerve: 
te Proteſtant Church to follow-her in, and to follow ker Mm upon ſuch grounds 
$7re far leſs jultifiable in the ſaid Proteſtant Church-(accordmg to the Prin- 
(ples they profeſs) than they are in her ſe!f;and that this is not a thing ever to 

hoped or expected from her hereafter, is the more clear, inregard the ſaid 

Church of Rome hath already in ſo many words ſharply and cloſely retorted 
upon our very Church , that in the very thing which we blame the ſaid 
Church of Rome for , and accuſe her criminally of, and pretend to be one 
Man ground why we could no longer have any communion with her (which 
ws her ſetting aſide the ſole authority of the Scripture , and perſecuted ſuch 
«&flired to walk according to the rule of it ) we our ſelves have not ny 
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__. beenanſweretthy us, is natter of Fact. 


one towaid another as Proteltants, or as a Reformed Church, 


- examine them, conſider them, and judge of them. 


'torſion ſhehath thus made upon us) either by denying the fa | 
lutely., or by diſtinguiſhing the reſpeCtire circumſtances and grounds of & 


tioned Kev. 17. 6. (and which muſt nevertheleſs inevitably be chargedſom 


it; and therefore it remains likewiſe , that we our felves (as a Proteild 
& IL "- 


( I 6 ) : 6 
imitated her, but have out-Zcne her, and done ſo much worſe than ſhe evey o 
did, by how much we have contradicted the Principles we profeſs, whichide 4 
hath not ; and that ſhe hath not only caſt this reproach upon us in words, byt L 
alledged ſeveral arguments to contirm, and ſuch as have not to this yery day 


And therefore is in aX Courts of Judicature matter of Fact be good Eyi, 
dence, and if the higheſt Evidence that can be given in matter of FaQ & #» 
vchen the Fadt is able to ſpeak and atte{t it ſelf, or when it is capable to heat, 13 
teited to by thouſands, then is the Evidence which 1 here bring every way. © 
as good, and every way as valid to prove what I affirm, which for the gray -# 
notice I again here repeat : Y72. " EY 

That the Church of Rome hath exprelly juſtified her ſelf from the Critte'! 
of unjuſt perſecution and blood, by inſtancing our practiſe of theſame thing 

And therefore that ſhe hath by this inſtancejuſtly exonerated her ſelf from 
the ſole guilt of this evil, and conſequently from the ſole guilt of her being 
that Babylon mentioned Rev. 17. which we have formerly fixed fingly upay 
her, and attributed to none beſide her, _ by 

And that beſide the diſcharging her ſelf from the ſoleand only guilt of thi 
Crime, the hath produced ſeveral arguments alſo (and thoſe of weight) 
make it appear, that we in our perſecution one of another as Proteſtants 
Reformed Churches, are far more unjuſt upon the Principles we prof 
than ſhe is upon her own Principles, how-much:ſoever we have pleaſedtoigy 
veigh againſt her, and revile her. _ 

That theſe arguments ſhe hath no way ſcrupled publickly and opens 
divulge in Engliſh, to theend that every man that is rational may the 
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And thatwe have not pleaded as yet to the ſaid arguments or y the | Fa 
it ſelf af 


which may give her the more Juſt occaſion to think we are conſciousto | 
ſelves of onr own guitt, _ 
And ſeeing all this is pure matter of fa&t,one of theſe 2 conclufionsthere 
do ſeem tometo be utterly impoſſible to be avoided, viz. either thatwel 
done very evil in charging the Church of Rome as Antichriitian, and very 
in ſeparating from her, as guilty of that blood of the Saints which is! 


where) and very evil to impoſe the name of the Scarlet Whore, andof 
bylon upon her. 3 
Or if we asa Proteſtant and as a Reformed Church have ſaid all this 
in judgment, and really in truth againſt her, then have we done much 
our ſelves in being aCtually guilty of the ſame things which we have fot 
minally charged upon her, and condemned her for, and in our giving het 
this means, not only an occaſton fo juſtific her ſelf againſt us, but to uph 
us for doing herein much more irregularly , and much more inexcuſeably! 
her ſelf: So that it ſtillremains, that the Chirch of Rome is guilty of 
cent Blood, ornot ; if guilty of Innocent Blood, none that is fober the 
doubt, but ſhe mnſt be liable to the extreme Judgments of God at tengll 


